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Disclaimer: The contents of this web page are the responsiilicy of tire Arctic Tcebreaker Coordinating
Cemmittee (AICC) and do not repracent tha policy or epiniens of LS. ¢ fundirg ias or
ship operators. The AICC is & oy the L 7 ] i
Laboratory System that provides guidance to the scientific community, the US Coast Guard and U.5.
funding agencies thal sUppPort researcn Dy fcebreakers i the Arciic, The prime goal of e Commilee’s
work i$ to promore effective use of icebreaker assets in support of archc strenbilic research. Edtng
suggestions and COMMENts for tis primer are weicome and can de provided ro Lee Cooper,

h inlogical | ity of Mary Center for Srience, PO Bax 38,
Sclormuns MD 20688, USA, ur by email.

Introduction

The Arctic polar region differs from the Antarctic significantly in thatit has been home to humans for
thousands of yeas. While much has changed snce first contact between Inuit in Greenland and
European Viking settlers more than ore thousand years ago, many circum-Arctic pzople continue to live
in ways that reflect traditional pursuits of foad ~csources from the marine cnvironment while still taking
advantage of "Western® technology.

As scendific interest in the Arctic has increased in the past couple decades, particularly to follow
apparen: recent chanaes in arctic cimate ard sea ice cover, some conflicts have arisen between
scentific researchers wish'ng to access Arctic marine research sites and Native subsistence users wha
often are hunting in the same areas. Concemns such as the impacts of <hip operaticnal noise or marine
mammal behavior and migration routes have often baer the kasis for these conflicts. At the same time,
many primarily Native communizies in Alaska are specifical y interested in having scientists help them
understand how the Arctic will change physically, and also respond ecologically as climate changes. This
creates a paradox combining concern over possible conflicts between scientific research and subsistence
hunting, with an interest bty local resicencs in using soi w I to
peterualy rapid climate charge. This Means that researchers working n Alaskan marne waters,
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