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Overview of PAG

The Pacific Arctic Group (PAG) is a consortium of institutes and
individuals having a Pacific perspective on Arctic science

PAG serves as a Pacific Arctic regional partnership
to plan, coordinate, and collaborate on science activities

The four PAG principle science themes are
climate, contaminants, human dimensions and structure and
function of Arctic ecosystems

The PAG membership is led by an Executive Committee
consisting of a Chair, two Vice Chairs, and Project leads



Examples of current PAG activities:

 undertaking a Pacific Arctic regional, multidisciplinary
synthesis of scientific findings in the marine region relevant
to ongoing scientific objectives at the core of the PAG,

« development of a Distributed Biological Observatory (DBO)
of environmental and biological sampling at stations on
transect lines located along a latitudinal gradient extending
from the northern Bering Sea to the Barrow Arch, and

« sampling in the Chukchi Borderland and western Canada
Basin region to investigate climate, oceanographic and sea
ice interactions in a developing time series format.



Brief review of PAG history:

ASSW in 2002 (Groningen):
Start of a discussion on Arctic research from Pacific
perspective.

ASSW in 2003 (Kiruna):
Meeting among the Pacific-bordering members

— Following the discussions, a proposal was presented for creation of the

Pacific Arctic Group (PAG) to IASC council, and then the Council agreed
to welcome PAG under its umbrella.

ASSW in 2004 (Reykjavik): Initial PAG meeting



Brief review of PAG history:

During the formative years the Group developed a number of
science themes that it wished to pursue and adopted a mode of

action based on two primary types of activities:

1) Enhancement of individual national field programs by
inclusion of an international component;

2) Creation of collaborative activities focused on synthesis of
data and publication on topics of mutual interest.
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4. Size, Structure and Make-Up -

4.1 PAG GENERAL MEMBERSHIP

The PAG general membership consists of at least one member from each country or institution represented by the
PAG area of interest. The membership consists of both Scientists and Program Managers and should reflect an
appropriate balance between the principal PAG science themes: climate, contaminants, human dimensions and
structure and function of Arctic ecosystems.

Members are responsible for communication of PAG activities within their countries/agencies for the purpose of
enhancing partnerships and opportunities within the scientific community.

'Science' members, are responsible for identifying activities of general interest to PAG members, and promoting
coordination in the field work, data analysis and other scientific activities.

'Program Manager' members are responsible for generating interest about PAG activities within their member
countries or organizations and with their partners and seeking funding for partnerships.

The general membership of the PAG may form project groups to address specific issues linked to the PAG objectives.
These projects will be related to process studies, regional surveys, and climate monitoring. Groups will agree
regarding the leading scientific questions, natural gecgraphical constraints, and appropriate suites of state variables
will serve to identify areas of mutual interest. Once defined, scientific objectives of the PAG can be articulated and
promoted as an integral part of national and international programs. Project groups will be pro-active in identifying
important data and promoting their accessibility. PAG project groups may also be formed for the purpose of
organizing symposia and/or prepare white papers.

4.2 PAG CHAIR AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The PAG Executive Committee consists of a Chair, Vice Chair, Executive Member and Project Coordinator. As
members depart, nominations for membership to the Executive Committee are evaluated by the Committee.
In addition, the Executive Committee may, from time to time, strike an ?®ad hoc' committee to deal with a specific —
issue.

4.3 PAG PROJECT COORDINATOR

The PAG Project Coordinator acts as the liaison between the interests of the Executive Committee and the project
groups. The Project Coordinator will serve as a resource to provide scientific support for consensus and assist in
promoting approved projects.

The Project Coordinator is nominated by the PAG Executive Committee._

4.4 PAG SECRETARIAT

1

The functions of the PAG are supported by a small Secretariat, the location of which will rotate among member
countries. The Secretariat will be directed by the Executive Committee and work closely with the Project Coordinator
and project groups as appropriate. The Secretariat will:

» provide administrative support for the functioning of the PAG;
> provide maintenance to the PAG website;
> organize PAG meetings;

> record decisions of the PAG;

» undertake a professional communications function for the PAG Executive Committee, providing a central point for -
communications to and from the PAG;

> under the direction of the Project Coordinator, provide the basic infrastructure and knowledge base for receiving
and disseminating both general scientific information and specific infermation requests;

» undertake such other matters as from time to time might be appropriate.




