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The SAON vision is that users should 
have access to free, open and  high 
quality data that will realize pan-Arctic 
and global value-added services and 
provide societal benefits.  

 
 
 
 



SAON is a process to support and strengthen the 
development of multinational engagement for sustained and 
coordinated pan-Arctic observing and data sharing systems 
that serve societal needs, particularly related to 
environmental, social, economic, and cultural issues.  
 
SAON was convened by Arctic Council Ministers following the Salekard 
Declaration in 2006 and renewed following the TromsØ Declaration in 2009  
and Nuuk Declaration in 2011. 
 

(SAON Initiating Group: 2007 - 2009) 
(SAON Steering Group: 2009 - 2011) 

(SAON Board: 2011 - present ) 
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SAON priority activities: 
1.  Enhance geospatial tools (including SAON website); 
2.  Maintain national inventories of Arctic observing and data 

activities; 
3.  Provide support for the community-based-monitoring 

community and promote its role in SAON; 
4.  Engage officials of funding and implementing agencies; 
5.  Support the data management community to determine 

gaps and priorities for SAON; 
6.  Develop partnerships with other regional, national, Arctic 

and global observing programs (GEOSS, EEA, WMO, 
etc). 



•  Update regularly the national inventories of networks/
sites/variables; 

•  Mine national data to produce geospatial output to aid 
decision-making on future observing activities; 

•  Promote and facilitate data access, data sharing, data 
analysis; 

•  Work with existing Arctic and global networks to solve 
common problems, promote “best practices”, and 
identify new data products that inform policy- and 
decision-making. 

On what activities should SAON focus? 



www.arcticobservingsummit.org 



www.arcticobserving.org 




